
History of the School

Situated amidst 110 acres of scenic parkland in Gosfield, Essex, Gosfield School
boasts a rich heritage dating back to its 1929 foundation by J.W. Turner. The
majestic mid-nineteenth century building, now housing the Senior School, serves
as a cornerstone of tradition, while purpose-built facilities for the Prep School and
Nursery represent the school's embrace of modern educational advancements. 
The School welcomes pupils from Chelmsford, Colchester, and beyond, offering a
nurturing co-educational environment from nursery to sixth form. Dedicated
staff are committed to guiding and supporting each pupil on their individual
journey of discovery. From the earliest years in the vibrant Nursery, to the
academic excellence and diverse extracurricular activities of the Senior School
and Sixth Form, Gosfield cultivates a love of learning that extends far beyond the
confines of the classroom. The journey toward shaping future leaders doesn't 
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begin in traditional classrooms, but within the vibrant, purpose-built Nursery at Meadow Court.
Supported by the same robust learning structure as the Prep School, the Nursery offers children aged 2 to
4 years the opportunity to flourish under the expert guidance of dedicated staff.  The early years program
offers unique advantages. Subject specialist lessons, led by qualified professionals, introduce young
minds to diverse areas like Music, Spanish, Drama, PE and even Forest School experiences led by a
seasoned practitioner. As pupils move through the Prep School, subject specialist lessons in Science,
Design Technology and Food Technology also complement the varied timetable. This blend of structured
learning and exploration ignites curiosity and lays a strong foundation for future academic success.
Small class sizes ensure personalised attention, allowing teachers to tailor their instruction to the unique
needs and talents of each pupil. The school fosters independence, preparing pupils for their next
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 steps within the school and beyond. The expansive
parkland provides a natural playground, encouraging
exploration and discovery. Whether participating in sports
or engaging in intellectual pursuits, pupils experience a
strong sense of community and belonging.
The Performing Arts Academy offers a platform for
creative expression, while a rich tapestry of extracurricular
activities caters to diverse interests and talents. This
commitment to holistic development ensures that pupils
gain not only academic achievements but also the
confidence, resilience, and well-roundedness necessary to
thrive in an ever-changing world.

https://www.annemount.co.uk/


Aims 

In understanding the vital role early years education plays in shaping future
generations we chose to go beyond academics to foster well-rounded individuals
prepared to thrive in a complex world. 
To build strong, collaborative, trusting relationships with parents for a holistic
understanding of each pupil’s unique potential.
To create a warm, welcoming environment where every child feels safe, valued, and
celebrated for their individuality.
To empower pupils with effective strategies for managing emotions and resolving
conflicts.
To create a stimulating, play-based curriculum brimming with diverse, challenging, and
exciting learning opportunities, igniting a love of learning that extends beyond the
classroom.
To instil confidence in pupils to tackle new challenges and activities, equipping them
with the resilience to persevere in the face of adversity.
To foster independence in self-care skills through consistent and collaborative
approaches in both school and home settings.
To provide compassionate leaders who cultivate kindness, consideration, and
helpfulness in our pupils young minds, integrating acts of service, celebrating diverse
cultures, and instilling a strong sense of community responsibility.
To have each day reflect our commitment to nurturing not just academic excellence, but
also the social-emotional well-being of every pupil. 
To ensure our pupils embark on a journey of lifelong learning, equipped with the skills
and values to build a brighter future.



OUTCOMES

Our actions focussed on several areas including strong partnerships with parents,
communication, personalised learning, smooth transitions, resilience and community
awareness.
We built strong parent-school partnerships using in-depth interviews, ongoing
communication and shared learning to foster trust and support for children's emotional
well-being.
We developed a seamless information exchange through daily discussions, care diaries,
and regular updates, equipping parents and teachers with a holistic understanding of
each pupil’s needs and progress.
We created a safe and structured environment that included visual timetables, routines,
and organised spaces that promoted self-sufficiency and emotional regulation through
positive role modelling and dedicated tools.
Small class sizes, differentiated activities, and open questioning ensured pupils
received appropriate support and challenge based on their interests and strengths and
gave them personalised learning.
Diverse resources, celebrations of different faiths, and adventurous Forest School
sessions created a welcoming environment that fosters a love of learning and respect
for nature.
Consistent pastoral care and a focus on social-emotional development ensured each
pupil adapted seamlessly to new classrooms and expectations.
Encouragement of open dialogue, in-depth discussions, and active listening skills
empowered pupils to express themselves confidently.
Challenging and collaborative activities, both indoors and outdoors, built self-belief and
encouraged pupils to work effectively as part of a team.
The house system membership from day one, fostered a sense of belonging and
encouraged acts of kindness and service within the wider community.
Our EYFS pupils exceeded national averages and readily demonstrated empathy and
cooperation during daily activities.
The pupils language skills flourished within the warm and vibrant environment created
by our staff.

NEXT STEPS

To develop a support network for young families, offering a place to chat and relax
whilst seeking guidance relating to common childhood issues. 

Contact: Heather Bougeard (Head of Prep) heather.bougeard@gosfieldschool.org.uk


